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Ceramic Tiles of Italy
at Coverings 2004
New Initiatives for a
New Convention Center

overings will be the next
opportunity for the
Ttalian tile manufacturers
to show off their latest
tile trends for wall and
floor. To be held March
23-26 at the new Orange
County Convention
Center in Orlando,
Florida, the show repre-
sents the largest annual gathering of
Italian tile manufacturers in the
United States. Always forward-
thinking, Italian tile producers
consistently come up with new
designs and technologies that re-
define the way we think about tile.
The latest formats, colors, textures
and technological advancements
from Italy will take the stage at the
four-day show.

Italian Hospitality In addition to a
dazzling array of tiles, visitors to
the Italian Pavilion will enjoy the
traditional Italian hospitality and
ambience provided by the centrally-
located Ceramic Tiles of Italy Exhibit
- booth #4824. Always buzzing with
activity, the Italian tile industry’s
Exhibit/Trattoria will offer clients
and friends authentic Italian
refreshments including pastas and
wines from the Emilia Romagna
area - along with up-to-date
promotional/educational materials.

New Exhibits The Italian tile
industry has planned two new
exhibits for Coverings ‘04. An exhibit
curated by the MIC - International
Museum of Ceramics in Faenza
(Booth 5008) and supported by the
Italian Trade Commission, will

In the last twenty years, the
Italian ceramic tile industry
has reduced pollutant gas
emissions 1n production
processes by more than 90%.

show highlights from the museum’s
world renown collection.

At Booth 5201, a photography
exhibit will celebrate the ten-year
anniversary of the Ceramic Tiles of
Italy design competition. Attendees
will be able to see the best of the
competition photography culled from
the last ten years - as well as shots
of the new winners for 2004. This
exhibit will be combined with the
popular Ceramic Tiles of Italy Café/
Newsstand - providing a spot where
visitors can stop for a cappuccino
while enjoying the display.

Sustainability Seminar Also on
the program is a first-ever session
on sustainability - entitled Designing
Responsibility- A Global Approach to
Sustainable Building: the Role of
Italian Ceramic Tileswhich will take
place on March 23 at 4:00 pm in
room S230 G. The seminar’s
overall objective will be to present
and discuss the role of ceramic tiles
in sustainable architecture for an
audience of North American
architects, designers, producers,
and retailers.

On this occasion, the Italian tile
industry will also launch S_TILES”
— Italian tiles towards sustainability,
the industry’s new comprehensive
sustainability program, organized
by the EOS Environmental
Consulting Group in Belgium. The
project includes a website, book
and seminar/workshop series. The
website has been designed as an
active register of issues and case
studies related to sustainable
building worldwide with a special
focus on the ceramic tile industry’s
activities.

The seminar will begin with a
short presentation on S_TILES® by
project director, Patrizia Lugo
Loprieno of EOS. The 8 macro-
concepts, around which the website
is organized, will be briefly presented
to the audience. This presentation
will be followed by an open forum
discussion lead by moderator,
architect Michael P. Johnson, and
prominent panelists including
William McDonough, McDonough
+ Partners; James Wines, SITE;
Edward Jones, Jones Studio; David
P. Brems, Gillies Stransky Brems
Smith PC; and Anne Save De
Beaurecueil, Bernard Tschumi
Architects.

An image by renowned
photographer Miro Zagnoli.
He is currently traveling
around the world
photographing inspirational
Italian tile projects that

will be featured on the
S_Tiles® Website and a
forthcoming book on ltalian
Ceramic Tile and
Sustainable Architecture.
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Italian Tile Industry Announces Guidelines for the
Ceramic Tiles of Italy Design Competition 2005

The Italian ceramic tile industry is pleased to announce the
12th edition of the Ceramic Tiles of Italy Design Competition.
This annual awards program, sponsored by Assopiastrelle, the
Association of Italian Ceramic Tile Manufacturers, and the
Italian Trade Commission, recognizes design excellence in
projects that feature Italian ceramic tile. North American
architects and interior designers are invited to submit
residential, commercial, or institutional projects.

A jury of design professionals will judge projects on their
creative attributes as well as how the tiles meet their
functional and technical requirements. Submissions from
three categories - residential, institutional, and commercial -
may be entered for consideration, and winners in each
category will receive a cash prize of $5,000, a trip to
Coverings 2005 and be eligible for a trip to CERSAIE 2005, to
be held in Bologna, Italy.

Entries may be submitted for domestic and international
new construction and renovation projects completed between
January 2000 and February 2005. Completed submissions
must be received no later than February 28, 2005. For more
information visit: www.italiatiles.com or www.italytile.com



Winners 2004

ssopiastrelle, the Association of Ceramic Tile and Refractory
Manufacturers, in cooperation with the Italian Trade
Commission, is pleased to announce the following winners
of the Ceramic Tiles of Italy Design Competition 2004:
Gillies Stransky Brems Smith PC, Salt
Lake City, UT; Bernard Tschumi
Architects, New York, NY; and Jones
Studio, Inc., Phoenix, AZ.

In the Commercial category Gillies
Stransky Brems Smith PC, Inc. were
honored for the exterior-cladded
Clearwater Center, the corporate
headquarters of Sarah Construction in Bountiful Utah. The
project team worked hand-in-hand with KEPCO+, an
architectural cladding company, on the tile installation and
design that included 14,000 square feet of Mirage tile, in two
finishes and sizes.

Bernard Tschumi Architects was selected in the
Institutional category for its design of the Paul L. Cejas School of
Architecture, a building on the Florida International University
Campus, Miami, FL. This project employed the use of tiles from
Vogue and Marazzi in brilliant red, yellow and orange.

The winner in the Residential category was Jones Studio, Inc. The firm was
selected for its work on the Walner residence, a private home in Scottsdale, AZ.
Imola tiles, in a variety of shapes, colors and textures were installed throughout
the home, both indoor and out.

The Ceramic Tiles of Italy Design Competition was started eleven years
ago, to recognize outstanding achievement by North American architects or
interior designers using ltalian ceramic tile in commercial, institutional or
residential installations. The criteria used by the jury include: Overall design of
the Project, Innovative Use of Tile, Tile Design, Quality of Installation and Degree
that Tile Enhanced the Setting.

The awards will be presented at the Italian Press Conference, which will
take place at 3:00 pm on March 23 in Room S230 G during Coverings.
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he Italian
Ceramic Tile
Industry will,
for the sixth
consecutive
year, exhibit at the AIA Expo
& Convention to be held at
McCormick Place in
Chicago, IL from June 10 -
12, 2004. It is an invaluable
annual opportunity to reach
out to architects on their
own turf. This year, the
show will take place in
Chicago, IL an exciting city
reflecting and celebrating
the spirit and legacy of
traditional American
architecture, while looking
ahead at the future. It is a
city that continuously
surprises and astounds us
with its modern, vibrant
architecture and great
architects. Appropriately the
ITALIAN TRADE
COMMISSION and
ASSOPIASTRELLE, the
Association of Italian
Ceramic Tile and Refractory
Manufacturers, will greet
guests at their award-
winning exhibit, designed by
Mauk Design of San
Francisco, which has proven
itself over and over again in
the past three years.

The Ceramic Tiles of
Italy Exhibit (#1921)
highlighting ceramic tile and
its importance in well-
designed environments will
serve as a clearinghouse for
information on the Italian
industry and will be the site
for a series of accredited
professional seminars. This
year’s topics are: Ceramic
Tile and Sustainable
Building; A New Way of
Using a Traditional Material:
The Tuscan Terracotta in the
Ventilated Wall; and
Choosing the Right Tile. Our
speakers are Prof. Maria
Chiara Torricelli of the P.
Spadolini Department of
Architectural and Design
Technology of the University
of Florence and Prof.
Alessandro Tenaglia of
Centro Ceramico di
Bologna.

Visitors to the
convention will also get a
chance to see ltalian
ceramic tile at the Il Palagio
Exhibit (Booth #1719), a
huge array of grouting and
adhesive products at the
Mapei Exhibit (Booth
#1844), and for the first
time, cleaning and
treatment products for
ceramic tile at the FILA
Chemicals Exhibit (Booth
#2514).



