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Ceramic Tiles of ltaly at Covering 2007
Cutting-Edge Products & Bernard Tschumi
Central Exhibit Take the Windy City by Storm

Trendsetting new collections from
ltaly's leading manufacturers of
ceramic tile, a fresh look for the
Ceramic Tiles of Italy central station
and special promotions paved the
way for another successful show.
The ltalian pavilion was a bustling
hub as visitors flocked from exhibit to
exhibit to get a first-hand look at the
products and trends that will fill the
market this season. The [talian tile
producers were ready and waiting to
show off their spring/summer
introductions to a qualified audience
of architects and designers,
dedicated dealers, distributors and
importers and new clientele from the
East North Central, Mountain and
Pacific West states.

With its glowing orange banner
tubes, the always popular, Ceramic
Tiles of Italy exhibit, designed by
Bernard Tschumi Architects, could be
seen from the entrance of the grand
concourse. Located in the center of

the Italian pavilion, the piazza-like
space was an area where guests
could enjoy traditional ltalian lunches
and authentic afternoon snacks. It
also included an information point
where attendees could pick up
educational materials including the
sought-after new pavilion catalog
and guide. Since its debut in Orlando
in 2005, the booth'’s cylindrical tubes,
futuristic tile curtains and chic
porcelain floor have been a crowd
favorite. Each year, Tschumi and his
team have created a fresh color
palette for the innovative exhibit. In
2007, attendees were treated to an
eye-catching mix of cobalt blue, dark
blue, primary red, dark red and orange.
Throughout the show, Ceramic
Tiles of ltaly paid homage to great
architecture and photography.
This theme was reflected
throughout the pavilion in the
signage, seminars and new
promotions created for the show.

Left: the identity of
the Ceramic Tiles
of Italy Pavilion at
Coverings
Above: a view of
the main booth
designed by
Bernard Tschumi

Sit Down_Please

Always at the forefront of design,
Ceramic Tiles of Italy created an
avant-garde exhibition entitled
sit_down_please that explores
the unique crossover between
architecture, furniture, and
Italian tile. Working with famed
architect Mario Botta and exhibit
curator Aldo Colonetti, the
Italian tile industry
commissioned nine designers to
create a series of chairs clad with
Italian ceramic tile.
Sit_down_please, which
launched simultaneously at the
famed Triennale during the
2007 I Saloni Fair in Milan and
Coverings 2007, wildly surpassed
all expectations.

Mario Botta’s contribution to
the project is Guscio, which
means shell, a giant avant-garde
arch created with state-of-the-art
materials from Floor Gres. This
sculptural piece covered the
staircase in the Triennale
building and served as a way of
passage to the exhibit. At
Coverings, the display, which
featured six of the nine chairs,
was located adjacent to the
Ceramic Tiles of Italy booth and
perfectly complemented the tile
innovations that were on display
throughout the Italian pavilion.

Although oceans apart, the
warm reaction to the exhibits
was universal. Show guests
experienced the versatility,
durability and comfort of these
innovative chairs.

The chairs were developed by the
following designer/architect and Italian
tile manufacturer teams:
= Marco Acerbis for Marazzi
= Michela e Paolo Baldessari
for Aquileia (1)
= Riccardo Blumer
for Casalgrande Padana
= Diego Grandi for Lea Ceramiche (2)
= Giulio lacchetti for Cedir -
Ceramiche di Romagna
= Paolo Ulian for Ragno (3)
= Michael P. Johnson for Etruria Design (4)
= Massimo losa Ghini for
Ceramica del Conca (5)
= Setsu & Shinobu Ito for Settecento
Ceramica d’Arte (6)

CAPCO Tile & Stone Wins Ceramic Tiles
of Italy North American Distributor Award

Ceramic Tiles of Italy celebrated the recipient of the Confindustria
Ceramica North American Distributor Award in high-style. At the annual
cocktail party, held during Coverings 2007, Confindustria Ceramica in
collaboration with the Italian Trade Commission announced CAPCO Tile
& Stone as the winner of this prestigious prize in front of a packed-
house. The firm, established in Colorado Springs, CO in 1977, is a major
supplier of Italian tile with approximately 80% of their stock coming
from Italy including lines from Century, Cerim, Dom, Eco, Edilcuoghi,
Floorgres, Giardini di Pietra, Imola, Magica, Monocibec, Novabell, Refin,
Rex, Saime, Sicis, Tagina, Viva and more. According to Joe Holgerson,
President of CAPCO, “The ltalians continually set the industry trends.
Products made in Italy exhibit excellent quality and the Italian tile
manufacturers are always easy to work with.”






